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Alencon lace made by Azelie Guerin

Azclie Guerin was a real entrepreneur.
When she received an order for an ar-
ticle, she asked a number of lacemakers
who worked at home to each do a
piece. On Thursdays, market day, each
brought the result of her work to rue
Saint-Blaise.Azelie checked it, made any
necessary corrections, then passed it
on to another worker, and so forth,
until completion. Azelie was particu-
larly skilled in the art of making the
connections between the various
stitches in a piece of lace invisible.
In addition to directing the manu-
facturing, she had to market the fin-
ished product. Her husband assumed

After he gave up his jewellery
store, Louis Martin took care of the
marketing aspect of the enterprise
directed by his wife.

this task in 1871 after he sold his jew-
ellery store to his nephew, Adolphe
Leriche. He would regularly visit the
big department stores in Paris to obtain
the best price for the luxurious articles
that came from his wife’s workshop.

15

N

I

A
13
3







THE MARTIN FAMILY

A clock repaired
by Louis Martin
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Louis Martin's
jewellery store,
rue du Pont-Neuf
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The voung couple lived on the ground
floor and Captain Martin and his wife
Fanny lived on the second floor. In
1871, Monsieur Martin sold the build-
ing and his business to his nephew.
Adolphe Leriche.













GEROME.PHOT,

Helene at age four and a half

She died at the age of five and a half on
February 22nd 1870. Three other chil-
dren died in infancy: Joseph-Louis,
Joseph Jean-Baptiste and Meclanie-
Therese.

Pauline, a boarding student in Le Mans

Marie and Pauline became boarders at
the Visitation in Le Mans in October
1868. Sister Marie-Dosithee wrote to
Madame Martin, around October 22nd.
“Pauline is a littte jewel. happy as a lark.
studious and doing her very bestat eve-
rything.” But the little girl had a mind of
her own and for this reason her aunt
called her mordicus. that is, stubborn.

AT %
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Leanie, a boarding student at the Abbey

Leonie was a difficult child. She found
it hard to find her niche in the family.
since she did not belong to either the
group formed by the two older chil-
dren nor the one formed by the two
vounger. At Les Buissonnets. she had a
room apart from the others.

It is true that she had a tendency
to depreciate herself as a result of un-
kind remarks she often received be-
cause of her protruding chin.

Therese’s dolls
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t the end of December 1876, Mad-
Aumu Martin learned that the fi-
brous tumounr discovered in ber
breast was inoperable. Doctor Notta,
a well-kRnown surgeon of Lisienx, con-
firmed the diagnosis of the doctor
Srom Alencon. The sick wontan contin-
ued to work and remained cheerful.
She was greatly saddened, howerver. by
the death of ber Visitandine sister
who, overcome by tuberculosis, died
in Le Mans on February 24th 1877,
After ber sister's death. Madame Mar-
tin’s illness grew progressively worse.

The whole family united to seek
a cure from beaven. Giving in to the
insistent requests of those around ber,
Madame Martin agreed to go to
Lourdes with ber three older daugh-
ters. She was bappy to meet Bisbop
Peyramale’s servant who, in the ab-
sence of Bernadette's famous pastor.
spoke to ber of the littie seer. Although
she was immersed several times in the
icy water of the pool. the sick woman
was not cured: she returned to Alencon
Jull of courage nonetbeless.

Therese watched all the proceed-
ings intensely. The ceremiony of the
Last Rites, which ber motber received
Sunday August 26th, was deeply en-
graved on ber mind, "I still see the
place where I stood. next to Celine: all

five of us. we were in a row according

to age. and our poor father was there
too, sobbing.” Two days later. at balf
past midnight, the end came. Madaine
Martin wounld bave been forty-six
years old on ber next birthday.
Therese's fatber took bis four-and-a-
balf-year-old daughter in bis arms
and said, “Come kiss your poor little
mother one last tinie."And I, witbout
kissed my dear

saying a word,
motber's forebead”
After the burial, Louise Marais.
the maid. looked sadly at the tiwo
youngest orphans. "Poor little ones,
you bave no motber!” Celine rushed
into Marie’s arms. Well then, you will
be my motber!” Then Therese ran to
Pauline, “Very well! Pauline will be

my tother!”

Zelie Martin, Therese's mother
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It was the custom at the end of the
19th century to keep as a relic of the
deceased person one or more locks of
her hair, carefully arranged under glass.
Hair powder was used to make the
initials.
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Wash-houses on the Orbiquet

The turkey (picot) market

Located in the heart of a rich agricul-
tural region, the town of Lisicux has
always had prosperous markets. During
the 19th century, on the Grand-Place,
the rich produce of the Auge country
was regularly sold: eggs. poultry, fruits
and vegetables, as well as horses, cattle
and pigs. More recently, a huge live
poultry market is held on the first of
August cach vear, at which young tur-
are sold to be taken
home and fattened for the Christmas

keys — “picots”

holidays.







Victoire Pasquer,
a maid at Les Buissonnets

The garden at Les Buissonnets

At each corner of the lawn there were
clumps of yucca: their tips often punc-
tured Therese's balloons.

On the right, near the rest rooms,
was a small courtyard for the hens and
two rabbit hutches.

LISIEUX

“Buissonnets Lane” began at the na-
tional highway leading to Pont-
I'Eveque, ran along the Etoile Garden
and, then, after making a slight bend —
as it still does today — it passed in
front of the Martin home.

The neighbourhood was then
called the New World Village because

31

it was located at the periphery of the
town. The Martin girls named their
home “Les Buissonnets.” In doing so.

they rediscovered, quite by accident,
the name given to the lane at the end
of the 18th century.
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with him

A carp weighing 2.17 kilograms
caught by Monsieur Martin

in the Tougues River,

at Saint-Martin-la-Lieue,

on September 8th 1879

Monsieur Martin often brought his
catch of fish to the Carmel on rue de
Livarot. Pauline sometimes drew a
lifesize sketch of the fish. This one
measured 59 centimetres.

Sketch by Therese of
Monsieur Martin teasing the fish!

Therese later used the same sheet of
paper to practise writing Roman nu-
merals and to do the rough draft of a
letter to Leonie (October 1887).










The church at Ouilly-le-Vicomte,
on the banks of the Touques River

Monsicur Martin loved to fish along
the banks of the Touques River.

Sometimes [ would try to fish
with my short line, but 1 preferred to
sit down alonc on the flowcered grass
I'hen my thoughts were indeed pro
found and, without knowing what it
was to meditate, my soul was im
mersed in oreal prayer. [...] Euarth
scemed to me a place of exile and |
would dream of heaven.
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One of Therese's dolls

One day Therese used one of her dolls
to confide her desire to become a
Carmelite. During recreation she kissed
Sister Henriette's veil, saying, “Pauline
has a veil like that! — And you? Would
you like to have one also? Would you
like to be a Carmelite like her?"Therese
dared not answer, but the next day she
showed her the doll that Pauline had
dressed as a Carmelite.

Therese at the age of eight
with her sister Celine (1881)

This was the vear Therese entered the
Abbey  school. The skipping rope
Therese is holding was, along with the
swing, her favourite game because she
very much liked the movement.
“Higher,” she would tell her father or
her sister when they pushed the swing,
“so 1 can see Mother Godet's bonnet.”
She  wuas  their neighbour at  Les
Buissonnets and would work in her
garden with a cotton bonnet on her
head. You can still see the two hooks
on a beam in the shed where the swing
wias hung.

[ enjoyed setting up little altars

38
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ven when Therese was fourteen
E)wu's old, there were all Rinds of
things in her room. “lt was a real
bazaar, a collection of pious articles
and curios, a garden and an aviary.”












The Abbey of Notre-Dame-du-Pre is one
of the oldest monasteries in lower
Normandy. in 1046, William the Con-
queror gave the Benedictine nuns pos-
session of a modest piece of land called
Saint-Desir. After the turmoil of the
Revolution, Napoleon permitted them
to return to their abbey with the stipu-
lation that they open an educational
establishment.

The residential school accepted
about eighty students grouped into six
classes (red, green, violet, orange, blue
and white). Each class, which was itself
divided into two groups, had only a
dozen students.

An afternoon at Mont Cassin

This is what the Benedictines called
the undulating part of their property
where the students could go on their
days off. Because she did not much like

group games, Therese went to pick
flowers on Thursday afternoons in
Garden or
Buissonnets to play cards with her

Etoile staved at Les

cousin Marie Guerin.

43




The seventy-four students
of the Abbey in 1880

In the second row from the front,
counting from left to right, the fifth
child is Marie Guerin, the seventh is
Celine Martin, the last is Jeanne Guerin;
in the fifth row, the fifth is Leonie
Martin.
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Summer vacation lasted two months.

in 1884, it ran from Monday August 4th,
the day of the distribution of awards,

to Monday October 3rd, the day

the new school session began.
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The Abbey Chapel

136 TROISIEME PARTIK.

%)?. Le baptéme n’efface-t-il que le péché origi-
ne

R. 1l efface aussi les péchés qu’on aurait com-
mis avant le baptéme.

D. Le baptéme est-il nécessaire pour étre
sauvé?

R. Oui, M., parce que c'est par le baptéme
que nous devenons membres de J.-C., qui seul
peul nous sauver.

D. Les enfants qui meurent sans le baptéme,
ne serent donc pas sauvés ?

R. Non, M., ils ne verront jamais Dieu pen-
dant toute I’éternité. Ve

D. Le baptéme ne peut-il pas étre supplic
quand il est impossible de le recevoir?

R. Oui, M., il peut étre suppléé par le mar-
tyre, ce qu'on appelle le baptéme de sang, ou
par un acte de charité, avec le désir d'étrc
baptisé, ce qu’on appelle lg,ba,ptén_le dne désir.

46

In the foreground, at the end of the
students’ benches, can be seen the
stalls for the religious.

s

s el ]

o/

I

Therese’s catechism

1t was widely taught at the time that
children who died without having
been baptized could not enjoy the hap-
piness of heaven but went to limbo.
Therese strongly disagreed with this
‘theological opinion” which has never
been a Church teaching.

Mother Saint Francis de Sales, who
taught Therese catechism, recalled,
“One day [probably in 1884], when 1
wis explaining the lesson on baptism,
Therese stopped me, ‘But then, the
little children who die without bap-
tism will never see God? Never? Never?
But they have not sinned?’ 1 repeated
the formal answer of the catechism.
This did not appease my dear litde one
who immediately said, with great sad-
ness, ‘But, not to see God is terrible;
since the greatest happiness is to sce
God, they will never be happy!'...
Then, alter some words of regret, this
exclamation, *Well, since God can do
cverything, if 1 were God 1 would show
mysclf!” "



CATECHISM

Father Louis-Victor Domin
(1843-1918)

He was chaplain at the Abbey for forty-
four years. Because of Therese’s inter-
est in her catechism lessons and the
accuracy of her answers, he had nick-
named Therese his “little doctor.” It was
he who preached the retreat in prepa-
ration for her first communion and for
her second communion the following
year.
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Celine Martin's catechism
of perseverance (25.5 x 19 cm)

The students copied down the lessons

dictated by the chaplain, in a beautiful Procession dress

notebook provided by the school.

Therese did not have to do this: she Therese wore it to participate in the
used Celine’s notebook. Corpus Christi processions.

47






The statue of
QOur Lady of Mount Carmel
(Saint-Pierre cathedral)

o

It was while praying before this statue on
February 16th 1882 that Pauline discov-
ered her vocation: she was not going to
become a Visitandine like her maternal
aunt, but would enter Carmel. At first she
thought of the Carmel in Caen, but soon
learned that there was room for her in

49

Lisicux. At the time, this statue was located
in SaintJacques church where Canon
Delatroette, the pastor, had celebrated, in
October 1881, a triduum — three days of
prayer — to begin a year in honour of
Teresa of Avila on the occasion of the tri-
centenary of her death.






THE ATTRACTION OF CARMEL
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FIRST COMMUNION MAY 8th 1884

)

The cover of the The first page of the notebook
notebook composed

by Pauline to help
Therese prepare for
her first communion

The period

of my first communion

remains engraved on my heart

like a cloudless memory

The crucifix Therese received
from Leonie and which

she wore in her belt

“like a missionary”

during the entire retreat at
the Abbey. This was her first
experience as a boarder

54
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FIRST COMMUNION CARDS

EALLARD €01T"

Souvenir card given by
the religious at the boarding school

Among the seven first communicants 5

were: Marie and Alexandrine Domin, /I{Z ama S

the chaplain’s nieces; Jeanne Raoul and

Felicie Malling. Therese’s two favourite

classmates. a bse 7/1, Ce
That same day, ten other students

renewed the promises of their first

communion made a vear or two earlier. Cﬂ used me
10 pain

The card painted by Sister Agnes

“Pauline had sent me a beautiful card...
[ never tired of admiring it and having
everyone else admire it.”
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The sanctuary of the Carmel

g t the end of the afternoon, the

whole family went to the Carmel
and met, in the parlour, wilh Sister
Agnes who bad made ber profession
that same morning in the baids of
the prioress, in the chapter roont. "1
saw my Pauline become the bride of

Jesus, I saw ber with ber white veil

like mine and her crown of roses.” On

July 16th, Sister Agnes exchanged the

white veil of the novice for the black
veil of the professed nun.

60

“I was not insensitive to the family
celebration that took place the evening
of my first communion: the beautiful
watch my King gave me made me very
happy.”

Monsieur Martin's gift







In a httle notebook,

Therese liked to jot down

important dates in her life.

The arrival of the spaniel at

Les Buissonnets on June 26th 1884
inaugurated the series.

HOLIDAYS

At the end of the notebook, from May 8th 1884 to August 28th 1885,
Therese noted all the dates a total of twenty-two times.

on which she was permitted Hunger for the eucharist

to receive communion: is taking hold of her heart.

Tom
came to live
With us

Tom, Therese's faithtul
walking companion
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Picture done by Therese

a few months after her entrance
into Carmel and which she gave
to Madame Guerin on her birthday
(November 19th 1888)

The verse on this card reiterates the
theme that no sacrifice must be re-

fused to Jesus: “How sweet it is to suf-
fer with Jesus and for Jesus!” On her
very first card (1884), Therese had
written in calligraphy,“Suffering passes;
to have suffered well remains cter-
nally.”
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Muusieur Martin had a talent for

drawing and it is understand-
able that, in such a climate, bis
daughters likewise wanted to drai.
From the beginning of the school year
1882, Celine benefited from drawing
lessous given by Madenoiselle
Godard. Guessing that bis youngesi,
then aged nine, might also enjoy

HAND-PAINTED CARDS

drawing lessous, Monsieur Martin
proposed, ‘And you, my little Queen,
would you like to learn to draw?”
Therese was about to answer yes
when ber godmotber, Marie, cut in
somewhat dryly, remarking that the
bouse was already full of mediocre
daubs that needed to be franied...
Her opinion prevailed, and Therese

65

said not a word. However, a fet weers
before ber death, she reminded Celine
of this incident and admitted that it
bad been a great sacrifice.

Nevertheless, in 1884 Therese
began to paint small pictures. They
are reproduced bere dactual size.
Therese’s taste for flowers is already
evident,
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Three pages from
Therese’s sketchbook
(14.8 x 24 cm)

Therese travelled to Deauville or
Trouville four times.

She sketched the Villa Rose (Quai
de la Touques, Deauville), where she
stayed on her first trip, in May 1885.






THE “GOLDEN BEAM”

y n the evening of August Sth

Al 1878, having contemplated at
length, with Pauline, a sailboat
crowned by the last rays of the setting
sun, Therese resolved to live alivays
wnder the beaming gaze of Jesus. She
understood that, to make a success of
life, one bad to remain in this “golden
beam,” to allow oneself to be illuni-
nated by the face of Jesus. This thenie
appears several tinies in ber pictorial
COMPOSItions.

Painting by Therese

In cach of these paintings, Therese il-
lustrates one of her favourite themes:
the heavenly body which allows the
boat to sail in total security is the heart
of Jesus.

: 3r. HONFLEUR — Chapelle de Notre-Dame-de-Grdce Oyster shell painted by Therese

Coustruite eu X Ve sidcle sur un terrain donré par Mme de Montpensier, sur
Usmplacement d'une Chapelle fondée au XI*atecle par Richard 11, Duc de Normandie.

Notre-Dame de Grace chapel

Therese visited Honfleur in june 1887,
with Monsieur Martin, Celine and Leonie.
Beforehand, they had gone on pilgrimage
to the chapel near Honfleur.
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On this night of light
began the third phase

of my life
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A sad saint is a sorry saint

Monsieur Martin, sketched by Celine

A great nature lover, Monsicur Martin
knew how to imitate bird-calls per-
fectly. An admirable storyteller, he will-
ingly mimicked the gestures and into-

nation of the people he spoke about.
Therese inherited this art of mimicry
from him. Monsicur Martin, however,
did not bequeath his magnificent voice
to his youngest child.
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APRIL FOOL

mmediately cdafter recalling ber
Christmas grace, Therese wrote, “I

Sfelt love enter my heart, the need to JUILLET,

forget myself to please others, and - g i

from that time on l was happy.” This 7 Marpi. s. AUbleTge. 188-178
Joy was infections. Therese appreci- | c A 9

ated more and more the saying of : /;/a,z ot/ g

Saint Francis de Sales, with whicl she

bad filled a whole bhanduwritten page

the previous year: ‘A sad saint is a 4
sorvy saint”

gLt tmoc./t-fz,-f/'a:xw 221 a/é

Qa/r PO oler eriot

Therese wrote down
the riddles she heard
in order to remember them

4 . [ v | .
I a ettt M@
Se (ému,e, mon Dw(,co.,me /}Mz}?w D (Lh

ﬂé)?(cwj &/t)’béé Jun Ao Aels })Mwia ANOHL Dutcn

The eve of April 1st 1887, Therese by a sketch in which the comb
gave Celine a comb for her harr. serves as a diadem
Her gift was accompanied for an April Fool's Day fish.
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THE THIRST FOR SOULS

A breviary card
composed by Therese
for Sister Genevieve

Therese had already made a similar
card for herself. The picture that
Therese had in her missal in 1887 has
not been found, but we know it was
identical to this one.

Around the image of Christ on the
cross, Therese copied (wo passages

from the gospel in which Jesus prom-
ises to quench our thirst.

Note that, in July 1887, Therese
imagined blood flowing from the
hands and feet of the Crucified Christ,
although the picture she had before
her did not represent his bleeding
wounds.
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LORETTO

g A “\ ' -
b o ‘:‘{]'r'“'l', D %

o

The Holy House of Loretto

Since the 16th century, countless pil-
grims have come here to venerate the
house that the Holy Family was sup-
posed to have inhabited in Nazareth
and which angels were supposed to
have transported to Loretto, 31 kilo-
metres from Anconi. Teramano, the
rector of the church in Loretto, fabri-
cated this legend around 1472,
herese was delighted to have
been able to receive communion with
Celine inside the Holy House. A priest
on the pilgrimage most probably
Father Leconte, curate at Saint-Pierre

cathedral in Lisieux — placed two

small hosts on his paten and permitted
the two young women from Lisicux to
receive communion at mass he cel-
ebrated. “It was such celestial happi-
ness that words cannot express. What
then will it be like when we receive

communion in the eternal dwelling off

the King of heaven?... Then our joy
will be endless: there will be no more
sadness of leave-taking, and to bring
home a souvenir we will not have to
secretly scratch the walls sanctified by
the divine presence, since his house
will be ours for eternity.”

88

Souvenirs from the pilgrimage

Therese was happy to bring back sou-
venirs from her pilgrimage: soil [rom
the catacombs and from the Coliscum
carclully placed in small pouches: a
reproduction of a nail from the Passion,
and also a fragment of a mosaic which
came loose while she wis visiting the
basilica of Saint Agnes (it is preserved
in a golden reliquary).



The Coliseum

[ am very happy
to have gone to Rome

Started by Vespasian in 72, after the
taking of Jerusalem, and inaugurated by
Titus in 80, the Flavian amphitheatre
undoubtedly owes its name to the co-
fossat statue of Nero erected nearby.
The interior could hold 45.000 people.

The Coliscum remains the symbol of

the Roman passion for bioody spec-
tacles: the combats of gladiators, the
hunting and kilting of wild beasts. For
its inauguration, 9,000 animals were
slaughtered. Trajan exhibited 10,000
gladiators to celebrate his triumph
over the Dacians.

There is no doubt that Christians
were immolated in the Coliseum: the
custom of throwing the condemned to

the beasts makes the fact incontest-
able. tt was only in the 17th century,
however, that devotion to the martyrs
of the Coliseum begun.

The arena has been broken up to
show what was behind the scenes:
hoists for the beasts, dungeons. etc.,
but this had not yet been done at the
end of the last century. Thus Therese
and Celine were able to kneel on the
spot where the martyrs died.*My heart
was pounding as 1 bent down to Kiss
the dust, dark red with the bltood of the
carly Christians; 1 asked for the grace to
be a martyr too for Jesus and 1 lelt in
the depths of my heart that my prayer
was heard.”
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The pilgrims’ signatures

on a thank you note

addressed to Monsignor Germain,
Bishop of Coutances,

pilgrimage director

Among the seventy-five priests on the
pilgrimage was Father Leconte, twenty-
nine years old, curate at Saint-Pierre.
He so often joined the two Martin sis-
ters, his parishioners, that his “affec-
tionate attentiveness” — according to
Celine’s expression — to the two
voungest members of the group set
tongues wagging somewhat.

Therese herself would say that
during her trip. she realized that priests
too needed her pravers. For three
weeks she had the opportunity to see
them up close, on the train or at table.
Returning from Italy, a new intention
was added to her prayer: the holiness
of the clergy.







Ou Sunday April 8th, Therese sal
doun for the last time at the ta-
ble at Les Buissouwnets with her father,

ber sisters and the Guerin family. The
next day, she would leave ber cbild-

hood bome forever
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The statue of Saint Joseph
in what was the cloister wall
of the garden

In 1562, La Madre placed her first foun-
dation, the Carmel of San Jose in Avila,
under the protection of Saint Joseph.
Following her example, the Carmelites
have always had special devotion to
him. On June 11th 1897, Mother Agnes
saw Therese throwing flowers at this
statue. “Why are you doing that?” she
asked her. “To obtain a favour? — Oh
no, to please him!”

For Mother Marie de Gonzague's
feast day (June 21st 1897),
Therese, in collaboration with
Mother Agnes, prepared an album
(26.5 x 35.5 cm) that described
the life of the Carmel

The photographs of the foundresses took
up the first page. In 1861, Sister Philomene
left Lisicux for Saigon with three compan-
ions to found the first Carmel in the Far
East. The ties between the two Carmels
would always remain very strong.
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Carmelites often

sit back on their heels
when they pray

in the choir of their chapel

To the right of the column is the com-
munion door. [t opens onto a window
through which the Carmelites receive
communion.
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8:15 a.m. Work

9:50 a.m. Examination of conscience
in choir

10:00 a.m. Meal

The menu: fish or eggs. vegetables
(generous serving). dessert (cheese or
fruit). The portions were prepared in
advance on earthen dishes. The
Carmelite rule requires perpetual absti-
nence from meat, but permits it in
cases of itiness or weakness. Some sis-
ters found this very short interval of
two hours between the first two meals
more painful than the fast.

To make the album,

Mather Agnes and Therese

used photographs of Marie Guerin,
taken when she was a postulant
(August 15th 1895 — March 17th 1896)

During the mecal, two points of the
Constitutions were read and, on Fri-
days, the entire Rule: then a biography
was read. On Sundays and certain feast
days, this biography was replaced by
L'Anunée liturgique [The Liturgical
Year/ by Dom Gueranger. During Lent.
a life of Jesus was read. Instead of the
biography, the obituaries of Carmelites
were read each time that the prioress
deemed it appropriate to make known
to the community the life of a religious
who had just died in another Carmel.
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1:00 p.m. Work

Honour-bound! When one lives
in Normandy, one drinks cider!
A pitcher for every two nuns
at the 10 o’clock meal.

uring ber nine years in Carmel,

Therese was assigned o rarious
work. As a postulant, she worked in
the laundry, under the direction of ber
mistress of novices (see p. 115). After
she received the hapit, she was as-
signed to the refectory for two years
(see p. 152). In 1891, to the sucristy,
under the direction of Sister Saint
Stanislaus (see p. 174). until June
1893. She was then asked to work in
the art studio (see p. 196). At that time
she was also the third sistery — the
third guardian — who wowdd accom-

Wood was nceded for the ovens in the
kitchen, for the laundry and for the
baking of altar breads. The community
room, where the communal recrea-
tions were held, and the infirmaries

were heated.

pany the huwrsar when workmen en-
tered the conrvent. In September 1893,
she was appointed to the gate housce,
under the direction of Sister Saint
Raphael (see p. 202). She was also in
charge of the novices (see p. 195) and
in her free time she went to the art
studio. In March 1896, she was again
appointed to the sacristy whiclh she
soon left beeause of poor health. She
then offered to help Sister Marie of
Saint Joseph in the laundry (see
p. 281).

108



2:00 p.m. Vespers

“For me, prayer is 1 movement of the
heart, a simple gaze toward heaven, a
cry of gratitude and love in the midst
of trial as well as joy. [...]

*1 would not want you to think,
however, that I recite the prayers in
common without devotion. On the
contrary, I love common prayer, for
Jesus has promised to be in the midst
of those who gather in his name: that
is when I sense that the fervour of my
sisters compensates for my own lack.”

DAILY LIFE

IN THE CARMEL

2:30 p.m. Spintual reading
or a meeting of the novices
with the novice mistress

3:00 p.m. The bell is rung

to recall the death of Christ.
Each Carmelite, wherever she is,
kneels down, kisses the ground
and then her crucifix

One of Therese’s crucifixes

“In Carmel,” Therese wrote to Father
Belliere,“we sometimes exchange reli-
gious articles, for this is a good way to
prevent becoming attached to them.”



Qvec u %:Au% Coridne—
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3:00 p.m. Work: Laundry

The baking of altar breads

De fnnse a fa forntaime
1 denfenncait (344'\;11. 1014

4}44111\,“(, dasmraritarme -
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The pump from which

Marie Guerin is drawing drinking
water was located where
Therese's reliquary is today
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5:00 p.m. Mental Prayer

Each year, the Carmelites took
turns making a personal retreat.
For ten days they participated

in neither work nor recreation
and kept their vells lowered,
except when alone. They could
withdraw to their cell for two
additional hours of mental prayer.

6:00 p.m. Dinner

The menu: soup, vegetables, dessert.
On fast days, a light meal

consisting of seven ounces (210 grams)
of bread, butter or cheese,

fruits and sometimes jelly.

On those evenings there was

nothing hot, neither broth nor soup.

At the evening meal were read: the trans-
lation of the martyrology — the same
which had been read in the morning in
Latin at the office of Prime — the trans-
lations of the lessons of Matins; on cer-
tain feasts, the entire office with the
exception of the psalms: the passage
from L'Anunée liturgique devoted to the
feast of the following day and, to con-
clude, a biography of a saint.

6:45 p.m. Dishes and recreation

7:40 p.m. Compline




8:00 p.m. Free time in silence.
The Carmelites often took
advantage of this time

to say their rosary

Therese would admit, in her ast manu-
script, that this solitary recitation of
the rosary was more difficuit “than the
application of an instrument of pen-
ance. I tried in vain to meditate on the
mysteries of the rosary, but I could not
keep my mind still"After a long period
of discouragement over this, she under-
stood that the Blessed Virgin saw her
good will.

Therese also used this time for the
composition of her poetry or plays.

=8 d\'_
\Svg, G)i\muu.nL Ilo.t/wm_ j finne. y 2
Forsiic pue Lrcun— vihd //‘47/u/"u...
TpereLuas Jlnmé_’ Drus. /u.. omemia. chd,- v.

o i o O wesZane. JCRT
3 e dhaaih llﬂMMmc.. 4;;, ag: 3
J/wuf/zl: Tonile. Drus. pon omaran 44'1«/4'_:#. 3
QLLL *ﬁtmn_ ﬁﬂtj’:ﬂé:rlﬂ:ln/;‘/w’. V

wilhei  Jomele Dosis, %u_ ons it P

Seﬁhs Coucp.wsions 3

5 A il @olﬂumlﬂ_ 'ﬂu/{uyrr_‘»

3\,\\, o) 1/415911a/ wﬂv
3\,\\_ h.:_um._ I/lt{/ [/‘4//!0/’ ﬁ/ﬂ/

gu_ [RTCTR-TRCTN gﬂunnun,s frotterene—

9:00 p.m. Matins and Lauds

Lasting an hour and a quarter

(an hour and forty minutes on feast days).
The recitation of this office was
followed by an examination of conscience
(10 minutes) and the reading of the
meditation theme for the next day.

Therese made large cardboard pictures
that she used as bookmarks for her
breviaries. On the back ol one of these,
she copiced the prayer endings that she
had to read aloud when it was her turn
to preside at the office for a week. On
the other side, around a picture of the
Holy Family, she had written gospel
texts retating to the apostolate of her
missionary brothers (see pp. 250 and
2064):“The harvest is great, but the la-
bourers arc few.”
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The Saint Eliseus cell,
which Therese occupied
from August 1894,

had an antechamber
where Therese placed
the “Virgin of the Smile”

Standard of the Sacred Heart
that was on the door
of Therese’s cell

Picture in the antechamber
of Therese's cell

It may have belonged to Sister Marie-
Philomene who had occupied the cell
before Therese. In any event, Therese
most likely composed the January 1897
poem “To My Guardian Angel” for this
sister, her former novitiate companion
for a year (1888-1889):

“Knowing my great weakness
You guide me by the hand
And I see you tenderly remove
the stone from the path.”



Therese’s last cell. The cell of Teresa of Jesus

It was modestly furnished at the Carmel of the Incarnation
and similar in every respect in Avila

to the one Saint Teresa of Avila

had in the 16th century

Saint Elias Dormitory.

The door topped by a pediment
ts the entrance to the

Chapter Room. To its left,
Therese's last cell
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Therese met Father Pichon for the first
time in 1882 when he visited Les
Buissonnets. Marie had asked him to be
her spiritual director and the Jesuit came
to Lisieux from time to time to speak with
Therese’'s godmother. The correspondence
that followed was gradually extended to
other members of the family. On the occa-
sion of her first communion, Therese re-
ceived from the priest a pamphlet on renun-
ciation. In exchange, she confided to him
her desire to enter Carmel.

On October 4th 1884, Father Pichon
left for Canada. In writing, then in person
— when he returned to Europe in Septem-
ber 1886 — he helped Marie discern her
vocation. It was he who preached on the
occasion of her reception of the habit,
March 19th 1887.

In early October, he preached the
community’s annual retreat. His words were
recorded by Sister Marie of Saint Joseph.
Father Pichon was a master at telling an
anecdote, a pithy story, or evoking a gos-
pel scene. He liked incisive words, antith-
eses, even paradoxes. His reputation
abroad as a great orator was not over-
rated. His whole approach was well-bal-
anced and contrasted strongly with the
sermon writers of his day, who were so
quick to lead the way to heaven by empha-
sizing hell.

Having himself been a scrupulous
youth — “to the point of madness,” he
admitted later — Father Pichon made
every effort to calm souls. “There are souls
who suffocate their whole lives long in the
way of fear. | urge you to take your place
in the heart of the Bridegroom. Go to him
by love!”

Following the example of her god-
mother, Therese asked Father Pichon to
‘direct’ her soul. He truly became her spir-
itual father on May 28th 1888, the day she
made a general confession of her past life
to him. She came out of it delivered from
her scruples. At the end of the conversa-
tion, the confessor concluded, “My child,
may Our Lord always be your Superior and
your Novice Master!” As it happened,
Therese never met her spiritual father
again since he lived in Canada most of the
time. She wrote to him once a month, but
he answered only once a year.

The fifteen letters which Father Pichon
sent to Therese between 1888 to 1897
were not strictly speaking ‘letters of direc-
tion.' He approved, blessed and expressed
his joy at noting the progress accom-
plished in his “daughter's” soul, but he
rarely gave her any directives. He inter-
vened with authority only twice, to sweep
away the scruples which once again sur-

FATHER PICHON

Father Pichon (1843-1919)

faced in her soul, “I forbid you in the name
of God to question your state of grace”
(October 4th 1889).

Unfortunately, Father Pichon burned
all the letters he received from Therese.
She, on the other hand, carefully preserved
his replies to her. By examining them
closely, we can get some idea of what
Therese had written to him in her previous
letter, “You are right, your thanks must be
multiplied in the evening of those days of
aridity and bitterness” (March 27th 1890).
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All her life, Therese maintained a pro-
found sense of gratitude toward him. There
are at least sixteen passages in her writ-
ings where she quotes him. She referred to
his thought especially when she addressed
Celine or Marie, for whom he remained the
great authority.

On July 4th 1897, she confided to
Mother Agnes, “Father Pichon treated me
too much like a child; nonetheless he did
me a lot of good too by saying that | never
committed a mortal sin.”
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EVITEZ la crainte et la géne
intérieure,l'dme qui s’y abandonne
éprouve de trés grandes difficultés
pour toute espeéce de biens. I

Chemin de la perf., ch. xlij. :
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Signet de S¥ Therise.

S’IL est bon que l'Ame con-
naisse que d’elle-méme elle ne
peut rien, il est trés bon aussi
qu’elle sache quelle peut tout en
Dieu. — Ckap. xiij de sa Vie.

s. ISIDORE, Evéque, Docteur.

I’AME que Dieu attire & Lui par un
degré sublime d’oraison, ne se trouble
pas pour les injures qu'on lui fait, et ne
se soucie pas plus d’étre estimée que
méprisée, 5 -

Chem. de la perf., ch. xxxvij4

TEoe505% AVRIL. TTT00500

BIENHEUREUX celui qui aime
Dieu véritablementetsincérement,
et qui tiche de L’avoir toujours
aupres de soi et de converser avec
Lul. Ch. xxij de sa Vie.

On calendar pages, Therese

sometimes discovered quotations

from spiritual writers which
touched her. She carefully
cut out the quotations and
placed them in her books.
These were often reflections
from Teresa of Avila
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L EUDES Edd Tours el 20,

CE n'est pas présomption que
de concevoir un grand désir d’ac-
quérir des vertus héroiques a l'imi-
tation des saints, ni . .méme dec
souhaiter le martyre.-.
~ Ch.xiijde sa Vie.

LA pénsée que nous devons étre
jugés par Celui que nous aurons’
aimé par-dessus toutes choses en
notre vie, sera pour nous un grand
sujet de consolation & l'heure de
la mort.

Chem. de la perf., ch. xj.

e

S. MARC, Evangéliste. -

LoIN de vous rendre plus saint, la
crainte et les scrupules mettent obstacle
au bien que vous auriez pu faire & vous
et aux auties dvec plus de liberté du
ceeur et de lesprit.

< Chem. de la perf.
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THE

HOLY FACE

The richness of the treasures

hicden in the Holy Face
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The Holy Fac
Veronica’'s vei
Saint Peter's
and promoted by

of

the “holy man Tol

Monsicur Guerin had a reproduction of
it placed in Saint-Picrre cathedral in
Lisicux and had a perpctually burning

f“(

e

I (image preserved at
Bas lica in Rome)
r'lmswur Dupont,

red on

oil lamp set hefore it which he main-
tained at his own expense (fourth lat-
cral chapel on the right upon entering).
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THE HOLY FACE

Ouc maonth after Therese's investi-
ture, on rFebruary 12th 1889,
Monsienr Martin was committed to
Bon-Saureur asylum in Caen. The con-
templation of the Holy Face would pro-
gressively assume a more promineint
place in Therese’s prayer. In ber mind,
she would constantly associate the
Holy Face of Jesus with the unrecogniz-
able face of her fatber

Through this fumily ordeal which
touched her so closely. Sister Therese of
the Child Jesus and of the Holy Face
grasped more clearly the abyss of bu-
miliation into which the Saviour was
willing to descend. In contemplating
the Holy Face, she reminded berself
that ber father remained, in spite of
everything, the Father's beloved child.
Disfigured today, he too would be
transfigured like Jesus.
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JANUARY 10th 1889

In January 1889, Father Gombault, the
bursar of the Minor Seminary, entered
the cloister to give his advice about
some technical construction problems.
He took advantage of the opportunity to
photograph Therese, now a novice, in
her brand-new habit. As soon as he left
the Carmel, he went to Les Buissonnets
where he photographed Monsieur Martin
and Leonie.

Therese's hair was visible in outline
under the white veil she wore as a nov-
ice. Her mantle was brand-new. When
giving it to her on January 10th. Bishop
Hugonin recited this formula from the
ritual: “Those who follow the spotless
Lamb will go with him, clothed in white.
May they always be clothed in inno-
cence das i sign of inner purity”
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THE NEW CARMELITE

¥
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Behind the cemetery,
the hermitage of Saint Mary Magdalene
with a statue of the Virgin above







THE BLESSED VIRGIN

A picture done by Celine in 1894

at Therese's request.

Celine was inspired by Raphael’s painting,
The Granduca Madonna
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“The Dream of the Child Jesus”
An oil painting done by Therese
at the beginning of 1894

which she gave to Mather Agnes
on January 21st, for her first
feast day as priaress
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The following April, Mother Agnes sent  The monastery in Le Mans has since
it to Sister Marie-Aloysia Vallee, her  closed, and the painting is now at the
former teacher at the Visitation in Le  Visitation in Chartres.

Mans. In 1927, Sister Genevieve sent for

the painting and significantly retouched

the face of the Child Jesus. The elderly

religious of the Visitation remember

that it used to look much more like a

“chubby baby.” with stronger features.
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J)F THE CARMEL OF BEAUNE

Tr/new enen the orizing of the cull  founded the first French Carmels [here

of the boly Cilld Jesus of Bedune was o celebration on the 25th of every
sremnted by the Carmels of ber lirms romth 1o honour the Incarnation of
In 1630, a wounz 2ivl Marzuerite  the Word, a celebration at midnight Lo

Partgr emsered the Carvwed of this c1ly 1enerate bis birth. etc Before [ong, the

Gfier ber mother i death SNoe was only Child Jesus appeared to ber and helped

dleven and 4 kbalf bw: per spiritual  ber do ber wemk Fler prioress and
prreciity had led those responstble 1o nopice mistress were Gbliged 10 recoy-
maks an excettiomn i ber faroyr nize that the zirl was telling the truth

Thierz she learned to venerale the She uas zlven the name Sister Marzue-
Ciald Jesus arrrmding o the custorn of  rite of the Blessed Sacrament and, dal

the Spanish Mothbzrs ubo bad just  the dgze of sixteen, she consecraled
herself definitively 1o God The Child
Jesus continued to apipear to ber and

I O tauzhbt ber the uay to bonour bim
o s “1Li thae fifscewm P2 TE CoTwWR PRy Jromm the moment of bis Incarnation v,
73 (Saeam o oww s Folkrwesg gacd Py e 2008 e e T btz twelfth year This vas the starling
¢ of the Cumlaan Wep e e ke i vy Je i prnt for a rosary of fifteen beads —
W sl zdexme Ream Tre fefacesn thee cAlace el C ACPRC the “little croun” — which, utthin d

2 ‘e v ooading (he oty — P P - 7 2 - ¢ reis the

[few years. weauld be taken ufs by thoy-
sunds The (s Fathes (s sald on the
[irst three beads and, on the twelve
athers, a Hazll Mzsy in bonour of the
first tuelre years of Jesus life
A chapel was alvo buill near the
rarmel uhere pilgrims prayed Lo The
Chtld Jesus beld in bis maother's arms
In 1645 this uwas replaced by a (ittle
stutue representing fesus standing
weariny d croarn and carrying d royal
scepitre In 1654 during another ajifa-
ritiom Maryuerite undersiond that the
7 hild Jesus wanted 1o be bonoured ds
Finyg of btngs and lLord of lords The
wonders — (onversions and (ures —
that Lok place before the statue of the
Little King in this chapel were numer
rsus Jt had been sculptured by a yreal
remrert Baron de Renty Lhe founder
nof the wellbnoun Sociely ’1/ the
Iilessed Sucramertd, wheo becarme one of
the st ardent prropazators of this
rult
Fherese dees not explicitly refer Lo
thiz derotion but like the Coarmellte of
Levune she wus ;/!t/u:l/d L contern-
plate tn Jesus the Ome uwhbe claims gl
our leoe Fle is the “Divine Little Begyar
'.,f,f,h‘_’._ﬁ%{s#‘ = of Lbristmas” Fhic was the title of the
paralituryy she composed and bad

performed the erening of Decerber

25th 1295
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Pz elle Dondre de la Trés sainte Viengs
le Carmel - 3 ot Qlonvusenent tenouvele)
Sar cever, embrase & divir azour, fut.
pari mais dun angd, percd dian javelot do few
Josws-Chot but & on bur deruan? ba e
LDeswmats, comme wa vertshie epouse .
e bodlerus de zele pour mon honveur”
Seufir R-.\u‘ sen Rovin Ypoux twsadt ses
vruies deicess | seafltnr ea worne T fut desat wlte.
LKlghee o @t de sos aortts quils sent remphs
) dume decinne céleste

AMVce de I Thervse

S S o The Bas
e S Q Srese
Father Reverony
& general of Baveun
QCLEIE OF Ker Drofessaon
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The pieture alludes to the transver-
Ny he - Y N 3 | )

berution of the heart of Teresa of Avila

rew § ~~= 11 PRN 3 RN e VP>

LD eOCElls one of et tavounte sayvngs

Aut pat: ant meors (To sutter or to die).

SEFTEMBER 8th 1 890Q

A picture given to Therese on the day

tessron by Sister Agnes
M

~
Marre Ot the Sacred Heart
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The pictuce of the Presentation of the
Vicgin Macy was glucd o a picce of
candboand. The inscription printed by
MAICTARICS Wits 2 responsce tor the feast
of Saint Agunes This was a discreet way
of recalliag that. by her vow of chastity.
the Carmelite seeks o waritate the Viegin
Mary and live her eeligious consecnition
4> @ true warital vnion wath jesus
tater Therese wrote: “What better
teast than the Natuvity of Macy to be-
come the bride of Christ! it was the
little dav-old Blessed Virgin who pre-
sented her little flower to litle Jesus
That day. everything was little. except
the gruces and the peace 1 received”
Qu Apral 30th 1890, Therese gave
Sister Marcie of the Tanity the same pic-
ture for her profession. conmuenting:
“You are the little Mary who is climbing
the steps of the Temple. On the high
pocests lett.  am the child waving her
hand to you: Celine 15 leaning against
her shoulder. and on the other side is

Stster Manie of the Eucharnist”

o
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The remembrance of her prafessicn
at Therese carried an her
throughaout her life

[t measured 4.4 x 5.9 cm. She wanted to
live her vows of poverty. chasrtity and
obedience under the gaze of Jesus. in
the light of his Holy Face.

T'* note that Therese carried on her

a
he day of her profession

She gave herself completely to Jesus
(whom she addressed in the familiar
form). and asked him to spare her from
committing even the smallest voluntary
faults. She asked for the martvrdom of
heart or body. or rather both. and thart
many souls be saved that dayv.

A handwriting analyst described
this note as ‘touching. “It is evident that
she was very impressionable. weak. fear-
ful and overly sensitive.” But her “un-
wavering commitment. her iron will
and her boundless energy are also evi-
dent. There is both the fear of the child
and the commitment of the warrior in
these lines”
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SAINT JEAN DE LA CROIX.

On obticnt de. Dicn
antant que Yon cn espere.

Maxtme du Saint.

A picture illuminated by Therese

Dedouit, a publishing house in Cacn,
printed these pictures on the occasion
of the third centenary of the death of
Saint John of the Cross (1891) and
asked the Lisieux Carmel to illuminate
them. Therese and Mother Agnes de-
voted themselves to this task. Several
pictures of this type, with incomplete
ittumination, can stitt be found in the
archives of the Carmel of Lisicux.

The statue of Saint John of the Cross
which stood in the heated pariour
in Therese's day
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On the glass negative, Therese's face
was intentionally scratched by her sis-
ters. In these lines written on the back
of a print found at the Visitation in Caen,
Leonie explains, “We like this group
very much and we would like to have it
in our archives (at the Visitation). You all
look fine, except for our Saint who
leaves a great deal to be desired. T would
like you to retouch her, my dear artist,
before sending this charming picture

back to us. Thank vou.” We have repro-
duced here an original print that has
not been seratched.

We know that the work of a sacris-
tan was not limited to preparing the
sacred vessels. There were many tasks to
be performed. On free days. Therese
deliberately went to the sacristy arca so
that Sister Marie of the Angels could ask
her to perform some additional service.
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La Croix of Calvados (1891)

Therese received from Celine many
newspaper clippings about the lectures
given by Father Legrand, pastor of Saint-
Pierre’s parish in Caen, to refute Father
Lovson's statements. The subject here is
Lovson's attack against the devotion to
the Sacred Heart. Note in the preceding
article the mention of Doctor La Neele,
Monsieur and Madame Guerin’s son-in-
law, who was taking an active part in
organizing a pilgrimage to Rome.

characteristics of the vicar of Saint Augus-
tine’'s. He wrote to him on October 18th
1899, “l need to tell you, a true priest of
God, that ‘I could belong with my whole
soul to the Church as it lives in your soul.””
He was deeply saddened by Father
Huvelin’s death in 1910.

In January 1911, the Lisieux Carmel
sent him a copy of The Story of a Soul,
adding that the Carmelite had prayed for
his “conversion.” He replied that he was
“truly touched” by many of the things he
read in this book, but, he added, “I think |
can honestly say, before death and before
God, that selfishness, pride and hatred
were never the motives of my thought and
life.”

He died in Paris on February 9th
1912, after murmuring, while kissing his
crucifix, “my gentle Jesus."

FATHER LOYSON

— Pour le grand pélerinage de Rome, '

deux départs ont été demandés i la Diree-
tion générale en faveur des pélerins d«
Calvados. Le premier aurait lieu le mer-
credi 16 ceptembre, de Paris avec los
pelerins du Nord, et le second le lund:
12 octobre, de Paris également, avec 1+~
pelerins d'Orléans. Ainsi chacun pouir:
choisir I'’époque qui s’accommodera |
mieux avec ses occupatious et sa profes-
sion.

S’adresser a M. le d* La Néelle, rue de
FOratoire , ou & M. [’2bbé L. Gurnier, &
Caen. ’

ey
M. le GQureé de St-Pierre et Loyson
(3¢ CONFERENCE)

.L’apostat a osé traiter de nouvelle, de
grossié e, de ridicule la dévotion au Sacré-
Ceeur. Pour mieux faire comprendre sa
réponse 2 ses aunditeurs, M. le Curé de
Saint-Pierre a distingué dans cetite dévo-
tion la cause, 'objet et le signe exiérieur;
la cause qui I'a fait naitre, c’cst la recon-
naissance des chrétizns envers leur Sau-
veur ; I'objet réel, ¢’est Pamour de J.-C.
pour les hommes ; le signe exlérieur, sen-
sible, c’est le Saeré-Ceeur de Jésus. Clest
surtout contre ce signe extérieur et les
hommages qui lui sont rendus que s’é-

apparitions les expliquent et les justifient
curabondamment. Jésus-Christ instruisait
ses apdtres et les armait pour le salut du
monde. St-Micnel encourageait Jeanne
«’Are, et I'armait pourle salut de la France.
Aujourd’hui la Trés-Sainte Vierge qui
alme notre patrie et la regarde toujours
comme le soldat de Dieu, voyant entre
yuelles mains elle est tombée, la Trés-
Sainte Vierge veut I’'en arracher.

M. le Curé de St-Pierre a terminé sa
2® conférence par un apostrophe au blas-
phémateur. Vous constatez, s’est-il écrié,
qu’ill y a un réveil religieux en France ; et
vous adjurez vos auditeurs de ne pasle
laisser tomber entre les mains de I'Eglise
catholique. Eh bien oui, nous aussi, nous
evons constaté ce réveil depuis les appa-
ritions de la Tres-Sainte Vierge en les
grands peierinages qui remuent le monde.
Mais nous ne laisserons pas la Franc-
Magoznerie mettre la main dessus. Trop
longtemps, nous avons' gardé le silence,
aujonrd’hui, aprés le Pape, aprés nos
Fvégues, nous parlerons, nous agirons;
et nous ferons tout pour ramener au Dieu
de ses péres et a la Sainte Eglise notre
ehére patrie, qui ne s’en est éloignée que
pour son maiheur.

Rene Tostain, a guest at the Guerin home
(photographed in 1893)

Deputy in Lisieux of the Procurator of
the Republic, Tostain had married, on
October 14th 1889, Madame Guerin's
niece, Marguerite-Marie Maudelonde. A
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very upright man, he declared himself
an atheist. Therese offered the trial of
the last eighteen months of her life spe-
cifically for him.
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Father Alexis Prou (1844-1914)

Originally from the diocese of Nantes, the
young Alexis was always at the top of his
class in the Minor Seminary. In the Major
Seminary, he was chosen for the solemn
defence of his thesis at the end of the year.
At the age of twenty-five, he entered the
Franciscans — the Recollects, as they
were then called. Ordained to the priest-
hood in the Bayeux cathedral on June 29th
1871, he exercised his ministry in three
areas: preaching parish missions, preach-
ing to religious communities, and directing
Franciscan confraternities. From 1887 to

1898, he wrote many articles for the An-

nals of the Third Order in which he often
spoke about the confidence and surrender
that a child of God must have toward his
Father.

For a quarter of a century he evange-

lized Brittany and Normandy. His sermons
were carefully prepared, completely written

out and frequently revised. His emotion, or-

dinarily contained, was freely expressed
when, in imitation of the Poverello, he
spoke of Love who is not loved. Thus it was
said that he preached “fire and brimstone.”
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Therese would again be prey to
scrupulosity as we see from this letter
which Father Pichon addressed to her
on January 20th 1893, more than

one year after her liberating encounter
with Father Prou
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A painting Therese finished
in 1892 and gave to Celine.

it was modelled on a similar picture another picture (see p. 154).

WORKS PAINTED BY THERESE

which was in her cell (see p. 119).
She added the lily from
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Detail of the pall given
to Father Roulland (see p. 265)
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A hanging that went around A stole
the communion grill (see p. 104)







Summer 1893. Therese was given the
responsibility of painting a fresco
on the wall of the invalids' oratory, lo-
cated to the left of the sanctuary.
Therese’s fresco surrounded the taber-
nacle where the chaplain placed the

ESANAAANL]S

50

P

monstrance on the days when the
nuns had adoration of the Blessed
Sacrament. Sister Marie of the Trinity
pronoiunced ber Act of Offering to
Merciful Love, beside Therese, in front
of this fresco on Deceniber Ist 1895.
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The fresco in the Oratory

Retouched twice by Celine, the present
fresco is quite similar to the one
Therese did in 1893.












A FRIENDSHIP
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A picture from a breviary
(17.8 x 12.3 cm), made from
a photographic reproduction

of the Child Jesus of Ittenbach,
called “of Messine” because

it had been brought by

Sister Marie of the Trinity

from her Carmel in Paris,
avenue de Messine

In the three photographs of Therese
taken on June 7th 1897, she held in her
hand the two pictures that summed up
her spirituality: the Holy Face of Tours
and the Child Jesus of Messine. She
would keep these two pictures before
her in the infirmary.

On July 25th 1897, Therese confided
her feelings about this picture. In raising
his right hand to heaven, Jesus seemed to
be saying to her:“You will come with me
to paradise, it is T who tell you.”
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Celine's camera

With Mother Agnes’ permission, Celine
brought her camera to Carmel: the box

was 13 x 18 ¢m, with a Darlot lens.
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Celine’'s notebook
(12.5 x 7.2 cm)

When she entered Carmel, Celine
brought with her a notebook in which
she had copied passages from the Old
Testament. Therese discovered there the
verse from Proverbs (9:4) which en-
couraged her to continue her march
toward sainthood despite her aware-
ness of being so small before the Lord.

In another notebook, Celine had
transcribed entire pages from various
authors, notably poems and maxims
from Saint John of the Cross. One say-
ing in particular struck Therese: “The
more God wants to give us, the more he
increases our desires.” Later, this affirma-
tion helped her take very seriously her
desire to spend her heaven doing good
on ecarth.



CELINE PHOTOGRAPHER

The first family photograph (late 1894)

For the occasion, Celine put on the
novice's habit which she would not
officially receive until the following
February 5th. The only ones wearing
their choir mantles are Mother Agnes,
the current prioress, and Mother Marie
de Gonzague, the former prioress. In
the centre is Sister Marie of the Sacred

Heart, the oldest of the four Martin
Carmelite sisters.

Sister Genevieve was inspired by
this photo when she painted the “oval
portrait of Therese” in 1899. Father
Marie-Bernard, of the Grande Trappe,
would likewise use it as a model for his
statue of Therese, seated.
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1894 — YEAR OF JOAN OF ARC

[ believed
[ was born for glory

bere was so much entbusiasin that
everywbere throughout France
people prepared festive celebratious for
May 8tb, in bonour of Joan of Arc. On
April 21st, the pastor of Saint-Pierre's

in Lisieux established a conumittee of

young wonen to prepare the celebra-
tion. Celine Martin was one of the most
active members. With Marie Guerin aund

ber friends, she made twelve white
banners, each measuring 6.50 1w long
and dotted with fleurs-de-lys, to deco-
rate the building! On May 8th, five
thousand people pressed iuto the ca-
thedral A few days later, in the neis-
paper Le Normand, Uncle Guerin felt
obliged to deplore the fair-like atino-
sphere the celebration bad taken on.

The Feast of Joan of Arc

We remind you that next Tuesday, May
8th, the solemnity in honour of JOAN OF
ARC will take place in Saint-Pierre Cathe-
dral at 8 o’clock in the evening. This pa-
triotic and religious feast is expected to
be particularly moving. The church will be
brightly lit. An elegant banner of the glo-
rious Liberator will be blessed and placed
in the chapel of atonement. Amateur per-
formers and the Municipal Music group will
enhance the celebration. An invitation has
been sent to the officers and soldiers of
our city’s garrison. A cantata to Joan of
Arc, a solemn Te Deum and selections of
religious music will be heard during the
ceremony and the Benediction. The pas-
tor of Saint-Pierre will deliver an appropri-
ate allocution and the collection, to be
taken up by the Members of the Young
Ladies' Committee, will be ascribed to the
poor of our city and shared among the
pastors of Lisieux.

7 Féte de Jeanne d’Arc
.Nons rappelons que c’est mardi prochain 8

- Mai, qu’auralieua 8, heures du soir, en I'E-

glise Cathédrale Saint-Pierre la solennité en
Phonnear de JEANNE D’ARC. Cette féte, aussi

 patriotique que religieuse, s’annonce comme de-

vant étre particulicrement touchante. L'eglise

“sera brillamment illummnée, Un riche étendard

de la glorieuse Libératrice sera bénit pour étre
placé dans la chapelle expiatoire. Des artistes
amateurs et la Musique municipale .préteront
leur bienveillant concours. Une invitation a éte
adressée a MM. les Officiers et soldats de la
garnison de notre ville. Une cantate a Jeanne
d’Arc, un Te Deum solennel et des morceanx
religieux seront entendus pendant la cérémonie
et.le Salut. M. le Curé de _Samt—.Plerre pro-
noncera une allocution de circonstance et le
produit . de la quéte qui sera faite” par les
Membres du Comité de Demoiselles sera attribué
aux pauvres de la ville et partagé entre MM. les

Cureés de Lisieux. :

Le Normand, Saturday May 5th 1894
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H. Wallon, Joan of Arc, frontispiece

H. Wallon, Joan of Arc, p. 346
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o compose ber second play on
Joan, Therese diligently studied the
volume by Henri Wallon, the historian
and elected representative who con-
vinced the National Assembly to vote
in the law which iastituted the ua-
tional feast in honour of Joan of Arc
on May Stbh.
The work contained a number of
illustratiouns.

Joan of Arc arrives at the

castle of Chinon on March 6th 1428
(H. Wallon, Joan of Arc, p. 48)

A tapestry of German origin
contemporary with Joan of Arc
(Museum of Orleans)









n rereading ber second play about

Joan in June 1897, Therese was
happy to find that it already exprressed
what she profoundly fell al the ap-
proach of her death. In keeping with
the fourth chapter of the Book of Wis-
dom, an important reference for ber,
she believed with all her soud that her
carly death, far from being a misfor-
tunte, was a true blessing from the

JOAN OF ARC

Therese and her sister Genevieve
in their respective roles
as Joan and Saint Catherine

Lord. Like Joan, she bad no need to
spend long years on earth o accom-
plish ber mission.

“Joan: I am only in the springtine
of my life. What reivcard can 1 expect
after so brief a passage on earth?

“Saint Catherine: Joan, listen (o
the words of uncreated Wisdom. She
will instruct you in wbat you desive to
enow. Wihen the just man dies a pre-
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mealtnre death, says Wisdowm, De finds
rest, because what wakes old age ren-
erable is not length of life, nor number
of years. The prrudence of the just man
takes the place of white bair, and a
spotless life is a blessed old age. [...]
Having lived only a short time, be

Sfilled the course of a long life, for bis

soul was pleasing to God.”



ereading her play two years later.

Therese became more and more
aware of the similarities between ber
life and Joan's. Constantly disturbed
by sisters who thought they were being
kind by visiting ber in the infirmary
and chatting, sbe admitted:“They plagiie

me with questions: it reminds me of

Therese playing the rote of Joan in prison
At the far right, on a pile of stones,

IS seen Joan's ‘helmet’

This is one of the best photographs

of Therese

Joan of Arc before the tribunal I think

I respond with the same sincerity.”

A week later, she asked Mother
Agnes not to be discouraged sbhonld
she run np against problems in the
publication of ber antobiograpbical
writings.“1 agree with Joan of Arc:‘The
will of God will be accomplished de-

spite the jealousy of bunian beings.”
Therese was not quoting an anthentic
saying from Joan wbich sbe night
bare read in Henri Wallon's book. She
was quoting berself by repeating that
day, in reference to berself, a sentence
she bad placed on the lips of ber bero-
ine in jannary 1895.
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THE SPIRIT OF CHILDHOOD

I am too little to climb
the steep stairway of perfection

;
|

S P
\k'_’\’\-/' ™ \_/\.J\/{‘ 'i

Laissez venir & mot les petits
Mg

enfants, car le rovaume des
Cleux est a eux,

Henzigar 232 Einsiodnln,

PO

One of Therese's favourite pictures. Therese spontancously identified with
She had several copies of it. the child climbing onto Jesus' lap and
This colour image (5 x 8.5 cm)
had been given to her

in her childhood

innocently hugging him.“The other lit-
tle one does not appeal to me as much,
He is standing like an adult; someone
has said something to him... he knows
that Jesus deserves respect.” This is also
one of the ways in which Therese pic-
tured heaven. We will each be “on God’s
lap,” she told Celine.
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At the end of her first manuscript,
Therese revealed the grace of the
insight that came to her

on Sunday, June 9th 1895

Therese did not feel at all moved to
offer herself as a victim to God’s justice,
since it is his merciful love that he is
especially happy to “bestow” on the
world.
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FATHER BELLIERE

Both sides of a seal given to Therese
by Father Belliere on Octaober 24th 1895
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Maurice’s mother died eight days after
his birth on June 10th 1874. His father,
a dyer in Caen, widowed at twenty-six

. . . The last picture painted by Therese
after only one year of marriage, soon

and given to Father Belliere
remarried. His sister-in-law, Madame (letter of August 10th 1897)

Barthelemy, herself widowed the fol-
lowing year when her sailor-husband
died, raised the child on her own. At
about eleven years of age, the boy sud-
denly learned that he was born Belliere.
His father then re-entered his life. From
then on, he signed Barthelemy-Belliere.
Here, he added initials meaning “Child
of Mary and Joseph, candidate for the
missions.” Ashamed of his family situa-
tion, Father Belliere never told Therese
about his background: she always be-
lieved he wius an orphan.
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On the back, the dedication in unsteady ; ~ —
handwriting: “The last memento of a ,',: \ﬁL n'l‘i«';
A Y

sister soul to yours.” To compose her

picture Therese used the photograph of G ey ¢ witsericet

a picture she liked (see p.274).The two ¢ o
hands of the priest holding the sacred : G
host clearly express her hope for Father y Sz 4
Belliere: that he would later become a = §<
priest filled with love for Jesus! As for - 'i\'_:

the text she printed, it proclaims for the ” W A \
last time the boundless conlidence she

wanted to see develop in her dear little

brother’s heart.







THE WEDDING CONTRACT

I have no wedding gift

to give my Celine, but...
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Whoever loses wins! This motto had
been suggested by Sister Genevieve
herself. At the beginning of the contract,
Jesus invites his spouse to live a hidden
life following the example of her knight
whose face remained hidden through-
out his earthly life, hidden as though

under a helmet. Only in heaven will he
raise his mask and then his beloved will
see the splendour of his adorable face.

Towards the middle of the page can
be read the name that Celine should have
borne in Carmel: Sister Marie of the Holy
Face. At the end of January 1895, Canon
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Delatroette expressed the desire that the
name of Mother Genevieve of Saint
Teresa, the foundress who had died in
December 1891, be perpetuated. Conse-
quently Celine became a novice in Febru-
ary 1895 and made her protession the fol-
lowing year under this name.
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CONSECRATION TO THE HOLY FACE
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O face more beautiful than the lily

On the back of the cardboard mount
(13.1 x 9.1 ¢cm). Therese glued the pho-
tographs of the three signers, taken on
the same day, at the same spot and in
the same pose. shortly after July 3rd
1896.The photograph of Therese tuken
that day was Later replaced by the por-
trait charcoal
Genevieve in 1899,

in done by  Sister

In 1896, Therese chose the feast of
the Transfiguration — one of the
great feasts of the Confraternity of the
Holy Face — to cousecrate herself sol-
emnly to the “adorable face of Jesus.”
She was joined by those whont, the
previons year, she bad invited to make
the same offering to merciful love as
she bad and who were, like her, rery

270

devoted to the Holy Face. Here, as in
bher Act of Offering of June 1895,
Therese asked the Lord to give ber bis
own divine love so she could love him
with an “infinite love” [n 1897, she cel-
ehrated August 6th in the infirmary
where she confirmed the essential
place of the Holy Face in her personal
piety.
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THE LAST PAGE
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Even if I had on my conscience

all the sins
that could be committed
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other Agnes receired permission
M/I' m Mother Marie de Gonzagie
to look after ber sick sister in the
cvening, during the office of Matins
beginning on June 5th. From July Sth
— the day Therese was transferred to
the infirmary — Mother Agues re
mained at ber sister's bedside during
the bours of the office. during recrea-
tion and each time the infirmarians
were needed elsewhere

{nuxious not to lose the memories
I'berese confided to her during these
privileged moments, Mother Agnes
bastily took notes on loose sheets and
then transcribed them in a notebook.
IThirty years later (1922-1923), she

recopied all those notes in a yellou

leather-corvered notebook — nou
known as the ‘yellow notebook”™ — and

[ want
to spend my becduven
doing good on earth









The period of great suffering ended on
the afternoon of August 27th. The fever.
the thirst and the congestion remained.
She could breathe with only half of the
left lung.

On August 30th, they brought her
outside nnder the cloister on a rolling
bed, as far as the open door of the choir,
for her last visit to the Blessed Sacra-
ment. Before bringing her back into the

[ am sujfering

infirmary. Sister Genevieve photo-
graphed her dropping rose petals on
her crucifix. On September 1+4th, re-
peating this familiar gesture, she dared
to say:“Cotlect these petals, my little sis-
ters, they will help you do favours later
Don't lose any of them.” Contact

with these petals did actually result in

O1..

miracles later.
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LAST COMMUNION AUGUST 19th 1897

The procession accompanying
the Blessed Sacrament

brought to a sick Carmelite
(photograph from the early years
of the 20th century)

The long prayers that surrounded the
reception of communion in the infir-
mary literally exhausted Therese. Thus
she had to forego further communion.
She received communion for the last
time on August 19th, the feast of Saint
Hyacinth. She obviously offered her last
communion for the conversion of Fa-
ther Loyson.
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The Little Way

norder to recownt the farours of all
Rinds obtained through Therese's in-
tercession, farvouars that were some-

times accompanied by apparitions of

the “little sister” in ber brown babit,
severn volumes entitled Showers of
Roses were publisbed between t90~

and 1925 They represented a total of

nore thaw three thousand pages in
sl print.

Some of these miracles occurred
at therese's very tomb, such as the in-
starntaneons cure, on May 26th 1908,

of a four-year-old blind girl brought to
the Lisienx cemetery the night before
by ber mother The miracle made a
great impression on the residents of
Lisicwx, who were ratber reticent at
the idea that their compatriot might
be canonized. The age of little Reine
faaqguet ruled out any suspicion. Doc-
tor La Neele. though not favonrable to
the launch of the cause, was indeed
obliged to provide a medical certifi-
cate attesting to the cure.

Quelques Extraits

des mombreuscs lettres
regues

as Carmel d¢ Liatean

peodent la guerre.
-

J5 pree pour ot
ot combaiicni. o
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be great annual feasts which take
place in Lisieux in bonour of Saint
Therese occur the last Saturday and

Sunday of September, in memory of

her death on September 30th 1897.

The Carmelite enclosure
in the Lisieux cemetery

MILLIONS OF PILGRIMS

— Y

Saturday evening, the small case
containing ber relics is placed in a sil-
ver reliquary donated by Brazil and
carried in procession to the basilica. The
next day it is returned to the Carmel.

The cross designates the location of
Therese’s first tomb (1897-1910) and

the statue stands on the site of the sec-

ond (1910-1923).
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Every year, on the

third Sunday of September,

the Orphelins-Apprentis d'Auteuil
come in pilgrimage to Lisieux
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1910

August 3 Institution of the diocesan tribunal for the
Ordinary Process

September 6 First exhumation of sister Therese s
remuins 4t the Listeux cemetary. transfer to 4 new
vuult

Encyclical Our Apostolic Responsibility by Pius X
against Le Sellon. the movement and jourtial of Muarc
sSangnicr. After reading An Unpetalled  Rose.
sangnier subauts to the poatifical decision

1914

June 10 Pius X signs the decree to introduce the
Cause

Declaration of war by Germany on France (August
30

Death of Pius X on August 20. Benedict XV suc-
ceeds him

Barres La Grunde Pitie des eglises de France
Bloy: Le Pelerin de ['absolu

Bourget Le Demon de midi

Works of Adams and Wolf on the rotation of ncbu-
lous sprrals

1915

Muarch 17 Opening of the Apostolic Process in
Baveux

The first use of asphyxiating gas by the Germans
The work of Einstein on generalized relativiey

1917

August *10° second exhumation and ofticial exami-
nation of Sister Therese's remains at the Listeux
cemetery

Nivelle replaced by Petain. The beginning of miki-
tary rebellions

Clemenceau oumistry

Benedict XV promulgates the Code of Canon Law
He proposes his medianon 1n favour of a “white
peace”

Manun apparitions in Fauma

Valery: La Jeune Pargue

Langevin applies ultrasound to the war at sea

1921

August [4 Benedict XV promulgates the decree on
the heroicity of the virtues of the Venerable Serv-
ant of God and gives a discourse on spiritual child-
hood

Gheon: Le Panrre sous l'escalier

Pirandello: Six Characters tn Search of an Author
Calmette and Guernn perfect the vaccine against
tuberculosis

1923

March 26: Trunster of the relics to the Carmel
April 29: Beatificauon of Sister Therese of the Child
Jesus by Pius XI

The Carmel receives 300 o [.00O letters each day

Creation of 4 seminary in Camervon
Romains Krtochk ou le Triompbe de la medectne

CHRONOLOGY

Mithaud. La Creation du monde
Louis de Broglie. wave mechanics
Citroen expedition to the sahara

1925

May 17 solemn canonization of Therese at Saint
Peter’s in Rome. Homily by Pius Xl in the presence
of 30,000 peopile. In the evening. 300.000 pilgrims
press nto the lit square

Fall of the Hernot ministry

Beatiticauon of Bernadette Soubirous Canoniza-
tions of John Eudes, Madceleine Sophie Barat and
John Vianney

Natka The Trial

Riviere: 4 la trace de Dieu

Unamuno: LAgonie du cbristianisme

1927
January The publication of the Nortssimea Verba
(Last Conversations)
July 13 The hrurgical feast of Sunt Therese 1s ex-
tended to the universal church
september 21 Bishop Lemonmier approves the
plans for the future basilica
December 11 Pius XI proclaims Saint Therese.
along with Saint Francis Xavier. the panciple pa-
troness of all missionaries

Pius XI consecrates the first Jupanese bishop for
Nagusaki

Maurniac: Therése Desqueyrotx

Proust. Le Temnps retroute

Abel Gance projects his film Napoleorn on 4 tnple
screen at the Opera

Lemmitre proposes the theory of the expansion of
the universe

Lindbergh crosses the ocean by plane

1929
september 30 Setting of the first stone of Lasieux
basilica

Black Thursday on Wall Street

Lateran Accords

Creation of the Vatican state

Bernmanos La Joie

Pagnol: Marius

Fleming observes the antibiotic properties of peni-
cillin

1937

July 11 Opening and blessing of the Listeux basilica
by Cardinal Pacelli. Iegate of the pope and the fu-
ture Pius XIL. The message of Pius Xl is transmitted
by radio

Fall of the Blum ministry Chautemps ministry
Tenth anniversary of the Jeunesse Ouvrniere
Chretienne in the Parc des Princes in Panis Jubs 17)
Anouilh. Le Vovageur sans baguage

Malraux: L'Espoir

1941

July 24 Foundauon of the Mission of Frunce with
1 seminary in Lisicux
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Clandestine publicauion of the liest notebook of
Temoignage chretien
Death of Father Maximillian Kolbe at Auschwitz

1944

Mav 3 Pius XII names Saint Therese secondary
patroness of France, along with Joan of Arc¢

June 6. Landing of the Allied troops in Normandy
Listeun is partially destroved by the Allied bombings

The first three brothers of Taize begin to live a
common life with Roger Schultz

Camus Le Malentendu

Lecompte de Nouy: La Destiree bunaine

1947

Fiftieth anniversary of the death of Saint Therese
Her reliquary is transported throughout the dio-
ceses of France

Father Combes gives a ¢ourse on Therese 1o the
Catholic faculties of Pans

Ramadier ministny

Wave of strikes. particulardy in trunsportation
General de Gaulle creates the Ressemblement du
Peuple Francars which s significantly successfiul in
the municipal elections

Canonizations of Catherine Laboure and Louis-
Marie Grignion de Montfort

Camus T'be Pluzue

Montherlant: Le Maitre de Santiago

Marie-Nocl Chants et psanmes d'automre
Discovery of the Dead Sea scrolts

1954
July 11 Consecration of the basilica in Listeux

Fall of Dien-Bien-Phu

Geneva conference on Indochina
Canonization of Prus X and Dominic Savio
First arrest of priest-workers in France
Beauvour: Les Mandarins

Fellini: La Strada

Fiost Amencan atomic submarine

1956
Publication of the facsimile of the autobiographical
Manuscripts (restitution of The Sory of a Soul
according to the onginal)

Publication of the single volume Jerusalem Bible
First International Congress of Pastoral Liturgy
Camus The Fuil

Sister Muarie Suzanne of the Missionaries of Mary
discovers the vaccine against leprosy

Production of nuclear energy at Marcoule

1980
Iune 2 Pilgrimage of John Paul Il to Lisieux

Assassinagon of Archbishop Romero of san salva-
dor

Firth Synod of Bishops on the Family

Encyclical Drres i misericordia by John Paul {1
Marguernite Yourcenar s elected to the dcademic

francaise
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The Carmel and the Basilica

Therese’s life in Carmel
her illness and death
her legacy

' 600 photo-documents
| by Helmuth Nils Loose
commentary by Pierre Descouvemont
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